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The more we smile, the harder we work, the brighter we shine!  

Message from Mrs Steele: Welcome back after what I hope was a wonderful Christmas 

break. It is, as always, a delight to see the children return after a holiday full of smiles and tales 

to tell. They were welcomed back with an online Aladdin pantomime which was paid for by 

your generous support at the Christmas Fayre. We will continue to support all of our children 

with money raised through PTFA so keep an eye out for upcoming events. See below 

information about our Ready to Learn Initiative.  

Important Dates 

Wednesday 2nd February 2022 

SATs meeting for Year 6 parents at 9am or 
5pm 

Monday 7th-Friday 11th February 2022 

Year 4 City-Wide Times Tables Rockstars 
Competition—Lets Get Rocking!!!! 

Wednesday 9th February 2022 

Mr Egypt is in to visit Year 3 

Thursday 10th/Friday 11th February 2022 

The Dogs Trust visiting KS1/KS2 

Monday 14th February 2022 

Year 5 trip the Think Tank Birmingham 
Science Museum 

Monday 14th February 2022 

Parents invited in for some Valentine’s Day 
fun! (More information to follow) 

Tuesday 15th February 2022 

Year 5 parents invited in for their 
Valentine’s Day 

Thursday 17th February 2022 

Roman visitor in to see Year 4 

Friday 18th February 2022 

End of half term treat!  

Friday 18th February 2022 

School closes for half term 

Monday 28th February 2022 

School opens after half term 

Thursday 3rd March 2022 

World Book Day (more 
information to follow) 

Seesaw 
We are continuing to use Seesaw as the 
main platform for sharing messages, key 
information and a direct contact between 
you and your child’s class teacher.  

Please make sure you are checking it daily to 
ensure you don’t miss out on the exciting 
things happening at Smallthorne!  

If you are having any difficulties 
please contact Miss Fox in the 
school office.  

Topics for this Half Term 

Nursery—Food Glorious Food—  
Can food be good and bad? 
 

Reception—5,4,3,2,1 Blast Off—
Can everyone go into space? 
 

Year 1— Travel and Transport—
How has transport changed over 
time? 
 

Year 2— Nurturing Nurses—What 
is nursing, and what famous 
nurses have lived in Britain? 
 

Year 3—Egyptians—Who were 
the ancient Egyptians? 
 

Year 4— Human Machines—Why 
were the Romans known as 
machines? 
 

Year 5—Ancient Africa - What 
can the Kingdom of Benin tell us 
about the different ways of 
seeing history? 
 

Year 6— World War 2—What 
were the causes and 
consequences of World War 2? 

Are you  

‘Ready to Learn’?  

Attendance 

100% attendance is the best way for your 
child to receive the best possible education. 
We have set the Ready to Learn attendance 
target at 96% which means that over the 
school year, your child needs to attend at 
least 140 days out of a possible 146 to meet 
this target. Every missed school day is lost 
learning so it is vitally important that 
children are in school as much as possible. If 
you are going to be absent then 
you must contact the office 
before 8.30am.  

Punctuality 

The school gates open at 8.30am and 
children are expected to be in class by 
8.40am to start learning. The morning 
activity provided in each class is an 
important part of the day where children 
have the chance to learn spellings and times 
tables as well as practice learning from 
previous lessons. If your child is 
late, you will need to bring them 
to the office. 

Uniform 

Children are expected to wear full school 
uniform at all times.  This involves black/grey 
trousers/skirt for all. Navy or white polo 
shirts for Early Years and Year 1. White 
school shirt for Year 2 upwards. All year 
groups navy school jumper or cardigan. 
School coloured tie for Year 2 
upwards (optional for Reception 
and Year 1) and plain black shoes 
or boots.  

Reward 

If your child meets all of the above 
expectations, they will be rewarded a house 
point. They will also go into a 
raffle draw for the chance to win a 
family breakfast!  

Rising 3s 

Rising 3 is a program where your child can 
start at our nursery the term after they 
turn 3. For example, if your child turns 3 in 
January, they would be able to start at 
Smallthorne in April (after the Easter 
holidays).  

For more information, please contact our 
school office. 



Behaviour for Learning   

Treat Day 

As a reward for the children’s continued 

‘Super Learner’ attitude 

and behaviour, this half 

term we have 

organised, 

‘Smallthorne Cinemas’.  

The children will enjoy a morning watching 

the latest film ‘Clifford the Big Red Dog’ 

whilst indulging in Slush Puppies and 

Popcorn.  

 

 

 

Keep an eye out on Seesaw to see all the 

fun we have at the cinema! 
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Reading Reward 

We were very proud of all of the children 
who received raffle tickets for reading at 
home last half term.  

The eight lucky children who were drawn 
from the prize draw were Bobby (N), Riley 
(Rec.) Prince (Y1), Josh (Y2), William (Y3), 
Taylor (Y4), Aidan (Y5) and Poppy W (Y6). 
These children enjoyed an afternoon tea 
with Mrs Steele and Miss Holford as well as 
visiting Waterstones to purchase a book of 
their choice.  

By the looks of their faces—I think they 
were happy with their purchases!  

Well done to you all!  

It is really important that your children read 
at least 4 times a week at home so that they 
get the opportunity to practice their reading 
but also to immerse themselves into a 
variety of different books.  

‘Stoke Keep Smiling’ 

Years 2-6 had a lesson from Stoke 
City’s Community Team all about 
dental hygiene and how to look after their 
teeth properly.  

Look at what we’ve been 
doing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WISH 

We know that a lot of children 
may have had new technology 
for Christmas, but there are a 
couple of videos which at first glance seem 
child friendly, but actually the content is not 
appropriate. Please continue to monitor 
what your child watches and contact us if 
you have any concerns. 

Pantomime 

As a huge thank you for 
your purchases of the 
Christmas cards, mugs, tea 
towels etc, we used some 
of the profit made to pay 
for an online Christmas pantomime for the 
children.  

When the children returned 
after Christmas, they enjoyed 
an afternoon watching 
Aladdin. From the smiles and 
laughter we saw and 
conversations we had afterwards it was 
clear the children thoroughly enjoyed it! 

Thank you again for all of your ongoing 
support! We love being able to provide the 
children with these opportunities and 
memories for life!  

Kilimanjaro Treat! 

Well done to Kilimanjaro for being the 
overall House Team winner last half term!  

They enjoyed a morning of inflatable slides, 
bouncy castles and dancing to the music! 

Good luck to all house teams this term! 
Will it be Kilimanjaro again, or will Ben 
Nevis or Everest take over? 

 

 

Reception and 
Year 1 visited the 
New Vic Theatre! 


